Honors World Literature

Siddhartha by Herman Hesse  Reading Assignment

Outside of class you will be reading the novel Siddhartha by Herman Hesse.  In the 1960s, especially in the United States, the novels of Hermann Hesse were widely embraced by young readers who found in his protagonists a reflection of their own search for meaning in a troubled world. Hesse's rich allusions to world mythologies, especially those of Asia, and his persistent theme of the individual striving for integrity in opposition to received opinions and mass culture appealed to a generation in upheaval and in search of renewed values. 

Siddhartha has sometimes been called a work of reverse missionary activity—bringing to the West the lessons of a typically Eastern story of spiritual searching and fulfillment. Born in southern Germany in 1877, Hesse came from a family of missionaries, scholars, and writers with strong ties to India. This early exposure to the philosophies and religions of Asia provided Hesse with some of the most pervasive elements in his short stories and novels.

You will be responsible for reading the novel outside of class.  You will have an assignment to complete for each section of reading, which you will be expected to share with a group of peers on the due date.  During class, we will discuss the themes and symbols related to the text.  

A PDF version of the entire book is linked on the Humanities website at http://harrisonhumanities.weebly.com/literature-period-2.html 
Essential Questions:

· How can a hero attain a state of total happiness and serenity by means of a long and arduous path?

· What is the relation of words to wisdom? Do words tend to enhance or limit wisdom?

Literature Circles Due Dates 

· Tuesday, August 29 Chapters1-4 pp. 3-25 (The Son of the Brahman; With the Samanas; Gotama; Awakening) 
· Friday, September 1 Chapters 5-7 pp. 26-48 (Kamala; With the Childlike People; Sansara) 

· Wednesday, September 6 Chapters 8-12 pp. 48-84 (By the River, The Ferryman; The Son; Om; Govinda)
Meeting Assignments
	SECTION
	Session #1
Ch. 1-4

pp. 3-25

Role
	Session #2
Ch. 5-7

pp. 26-47

Role
	Session #3

Ch. 8-12

pp. 48-84

Role

	Member 1
	Historian
	Art Historian
	Literary Analyst

	Member 2
	Literary Analyst
	Historian
	Art Historian

	Member 3
	Art Historian
	Literary Analyst
	Historian


Literature Circles: Siddhartha
Guidelines for Interaction 
· One speaker at a time. 

· Explain your thinking. Support opinions with evidence
· Attend to the topic. Stay on the subject. 
· Allow all members of the group opportunity to participate.  Let other people talk.  Take your turn at listening. 

· Ask questions. Show respect for others' ideas. Disagree constructively. 
· Participate actively in the group. Share your ideas. "Piggyback" on others' comments. 

In general, good interpretive questions:

· have more than one answer supported by the text. 

· use appropriate vocabulary for the participants. 

· focus on the text. 

· require students to take a stand. 

Guidelines for Interpretation 
· Support your ideas using the book. (What words in the book made you think of your idea? Can you show where in the book it says that?) 

· Support your ideas with historical observation (What happened in history that is like this situation? What historical figure is like this character and why? What makes you think that? How would another character react to that? Why did you think the problem would resolve that way?)
Rubric for Grading
	Standard
	5
Emerging
	10

Meets
	12.5

Exceeds

	REASONS AND EVIDENCE

· ELAGSE9-10RL1: Cite strong and thorough textual evidence to support analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text.
	Little evidence from the text
	Some evidence from the text
	Plenty of evidence from the text

	ANALYSIS

· ELAGSE9-10RL2: Determine a theme and/or central idea of text and closely analyze its development over the course of the text, including how it emerges and is shaped and refined by specific details; provide an objective summary of the text. 

· ELAGSE9-10RL6: Analyze a particular point of view or cultural experience reflected in a work of literature from outside the United States, drawing on a wide reading of world literature.
	Little analysis of evidence used from the text
	Some analysis of evidence used from the text
	Full and insightful analysis of evidence used from the text

	GRAMMAR AND USAGE

· ELAGSE9-10L1&2: Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and usage when writing or speaking.  Including parallel structure, various phrases, semicolon, colon, spelling
	Errors in punctuation & sentence structure
	Minor errors in punctuation
	No or minor major errors

	QUOTATION LEAD-INS AND CITATION

· ELAGSE9-10L3: Write and to edit so that it conforms to the guidelines in a style manual (e.g., MLA Handbook, APA Handbook, Turabian’s Manual for Writers) 
	No quotes or source citation
	Errors in lead-ins or source citation
	Properly cited quotes and sources



Siddhartha Literature Circles Role Sheet 

Name _____________________________   

Meeting Date _________________               

Chapters ________ to ___________

Historian
ELAGSE9-10W8: Gather relevant information from multiple authoritative print and digital sources, using advanced searches effectively; assess the usefulness of each source in answering the research question; integrate information into the text selectively to maintain the flow of ideas, avoiding plagiarism and following a standard format for citation.
Historian:  Your job is to identify connections between the text and the historical world portrayed in the text.  This means that you need to find at least two passages in the section that you can confirm as historically accurate or inaccurate.  You will need to research the region and time period in order to prove your analysis.
Typed Deliverable: (Do this for TWO passages.)  List the page number of the passage.  Briefly summarize the content of the passage.  Cite the source for your historical research.  Write a paragraph that analyzes the historical authenticity of the passage.
Your task during discussion is to encourage your group members to explore the historical understanding you have revealed.  In addition, ask group members to make their own connections to the reading.  
And finally, in the space below, reflect upon one group member’s particularly insightful response to a historical insight you suggested:
Historian  NAME:  _________________________________________

	Standard
	5
Emerging
	10

Meets
	12.5

Exceeds

	REASONS AND EVIDENCE

· ELAGSE9-10RL1: Cite strong and thorough textual evidence to support analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text.
	Little evidence from the text
	Some evidence from the text
	Plenty of evidence from the text

	HISTORICAL ANALYSIS

· ELAGSE9-10RL2: Determine a theme and/or central idea of text and closely analyze its development over the course of the text, including how it emerges and is shaped and refined by specific details; provide an objective summary of the text. 

· ELAGSE9-10RL6: Analyze a particular point of view or cultural experience reflected in a work of literature from outside the United States, drawing on a wide reading of world literature.
	Little analysis of evidence used from the text
	Some analysis of evidence used from the text
	Full and insightful analysis of evidence used from the text

	GRAMMAR AND USAGE

· ELAGSE9-10L1&2: Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and usage when writing or speaking.  Including parallel structure, various phrases, semicolon, colon, spelling
	Errors in punctuation & sentence structure
	Minor errors in punctuation
	No or minor major errors

	QUOTATION LEAD-INS AND CITATION

· ELAGSE9-10L3: Write and to edit so that it conforms to the guidelines in a style manual (e.g., MLA Handbook, APA Handbook, Turabian’s Manual for Writers) 
	No quotes or source citation
	Errors in lead-ins or source citation
	Properly cited quotes and sources






Total _____/50
Siddhartha Literature Circles Role Sheet 

Name _____________________________   

Meeting Date _________________               

Chapters ________ to ___________

Literary Analyst
ELACC11-12SL1.c. Propel conversations by posing and responding to questions that probe reasoning and evidence; ensure a hearing for a full range of positions on a topic or issue; clarify, verify, or challenge ideas and conclusions; and promote divergent and creative perspectives. 

Discussion Director: Your job is to choose at least two passages from the chapters and develop a list of questions that your group might want to discuss about these passages.  Choose passages that are particularly full of imagery, characterization, or symbolism.  Don’t worry about the small details; your task is to help people talk over the big ideas in the reading and share their reactions.  Usually the best discussion questions come from your own thoughts, feelings, and concerns as you read.  

Remember:   The questions cannot be “yes” or “no” questions; do not begin questions with the words do, are, can, or will; instead use words such as how, why, explain, evaluate. These questions should not focus on plot.  Move beyond the what and dive into the literary experience.
Typed Deliverable: (Do this for TWO passages) List the page numbers of the passage. Briefly summarize the content of the passage.  Compose an analytical question for the passage.  Write a paragraph to answer the question.
Your task during discussion is to support your group members as they respond to your questions thoughtfully and completely.  Accept and encourage multiple interpretations.
And finally, in the space below, reflect upon one particularly insightful response from a group member to a question you posed:

Literary Analyst  NAME:  _________________________________________
	Standard
	5
Emerging
	10

Meets
	12.5

Exceeds

	REASONS AND EVIDENCE

· ELAGSE9-10RL1: Cite strong and thorough textual evidence to support analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text.
	Little evidence from the text
	Some evidence from the text
	Plenty of evidence from the text

	LITERARY ANALYSIS

· ELAGSE9-10RL2: Determine a theme and/or central idea of text and closely analyze its development over the course of the text, including how it emerges and is shaped and refined by specific details; provide an objective summary of the text. 

· ELAGSE9-10RL6: Analyze a particular point of view or cultural experience reflected in a work of literature from outside the United States, drawing on a wide reading of world literature.
	Little analysis of evidence used from the text
	Some analysis of evidence used from the text
	Full and insightful analysis of evidence used from the text

	GRAMMAR AND USAGE

· ELAGSE9-10L1&2: Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and usage when writing or speaking.  Including parallel structure, various phrases, semicolon, colon, spelling
	Errors in punctuation & sentence structure
	Minor errors in punctuation
	No or minor major errors

	QUOTATION LEAD-INS AND CITATION

· ELAGSE9-10L3: Write and to edit so that it conforms to the guidelines in a style manual (e.g., MLA Handbook, APA Handbook, Turabian’s Manual for Writers) 
	No quotes or source citation
	Errors in lead-ins or source citation
	Properly cited quotes and sources






Total _____/50
Siddhartha Literature Circles Role Sheet 

Name _____________________________   
Meeting Date _________________               

Chapters ________ to ___________

Art Historian
ELAGSE9-10SL5: Make strategic use of digital media (e.g., textual, graphical, audio, visual, and interactive elements) in presentations to enhance understanding of findings, reasoning, and evidence and to add interest.
Art Historian:  Your job is to find artworks from the time period inhabited by the text to enhance the meaning of a particular passage and add interest to the text. You must find at least two images and cite them properly.  
Typed Deliverable:  (Do this for TWO passages.) List the page numbers of the passage.  Briefly summarize the content of the passage. Cite the source of the art you have chosen.  Write a paragraph that explains how the artwork enhances the content of the passage both historically and aesthetically.
Your task during discussion is to help your group members reflect on the power of diction.  Why did the author choose specific words?  How would changing or editing the diction change the novel?
And finally, in the space below, reflect upon one particularly insightful response from a group member to an image you provided:

Art Historian  NAME:  _________________________________________

	Standard
	5
Emerging
	10

Meets
	12.5

Exceeds

	REASONS AND EVIDENCE

· ELAGSE9-10RL1: Cite strong and thorough textual evidence to support analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text.
	Little evidence from the text
	Some evidence from the text
	Plenty of evidence from the text

	IMAGE ANALYSIS

· ELAGSE9-10RL2: Determine a theme and/or central idea of text and closely analyze its development over the course of the text, including how it emerges and is shaped and refined by specific details; provide an objective summary of the text. 

· ELAGSE9-10RL6: Analyze a particular point of view or cultural experience reflected in a work of literature from outside the United States, drawing on a wide reading of world literature.
	Little analysis of evidence used from the text
	Some analysis of evidence used from the text
	Full and insightful analysis of evidence used from the text

	GRAMMAR AND USAGE

· ELAGSE9-10L1&2: Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and usage when writing or speaking.  Including parallel structure, various phrases, semicolon, colon, spelling
	Errors in punctuation & sentence structure
	Minor errors in punctuation
	No or minor major errors

	QUOTATION LEAD-INS AND CITATION

· ELAGSE9-10L3: Write and to edit so that it conforms to the guidelines in a style manual (e.g., MLA Handbook, APA Handbook, Turabian’s Manual for Writers) 
	No quotes or source citation
	Errors in lead-ins or source citation
	Properly cited quotes and sources





Total _____/50

